
VISITING THE MUSEUM
Explore the Kemper Art Museum’s current 
special exhibitions or world-renowned 
collection with a docent-led, educator-led, or 
self-guided tour. 

The Museum’s education department offers 
programs tailored for classes from kindergarten 
through high school. Our education staff 
and docent guides are trained in interactive, 
inquiry-based teaching, to actively engage your 
students. Through discussion with their peers, 
teachers, and Museum guides, students will be 
challenged to look closely and think creatively 
about original works of art.

TRANSPORTATION
The Missouri Arts Council 
(MAC) offers the Big Yellow 
School Bus grant for student 
field trips to any MAC-funded 
institution, like the Mildred 
Lane Kemper Art Museum. For information 
please contact Julie Hale at 314.340.6853 or 
julie.hale@ded.mo.gov.

The Museum also has limited funds available to 
help cover the cost of transportation.

ABOUT THE MUSEUM
The Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum dates 
back to 1881 with the founding of the St. Louis 
School and Museum of Fine Arts at Washington 
University. Its collection was formed in large 
part by acquiring significant 
works by artists of the time, 
a legacy that continues 
today. Now one of the finest 
university collections in the 
United States, the Museum 
contains strong holdings of 
19th-, 20th-, and 21st-century 
European and American paintings, sculptures, 
prints, installations, and photographs. The 
collection also includes some Egyptian and Greek 
antiquities and more than 100 Old Master prints.

In 2004 the Museum was renamed the 
Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum and linked 
to Washington University’s newly formed 
interdisciplinary arts center, the Sam Fox School 
of Design & Visual Arts. The Museum opened 
in its new building, designed by Pritzker Prize-
winning architect Fumihiko Maki in 2006.

The Kemper Art Museum presents three new 
exhibitions each semester (fall, spring, and 
summer). Sign up for the Kemper Educator 
eNews on our website to receive information 
on upcoming exhibitions and educational 
opportunities.

CONTACT US

VISIT

314.935.4523 | kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu
11a–5p Daily | 11a–8p First Friday of every 

month | Closed Tuesday

Front: Pablo Picasso, La bouteille de Suze (Bottle of Suze), 1912. 
Pasted papers, gouache, and charcoal, 25 3/4 x 19 3/4". Mildred 
Lane Kemper Art Museum, Washington University in St. Louis. 
University purchase, Kende Sale Fund, 1946. © Estate of Pablo 
Picasso / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.
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A docent leads a movement activity with students from Venice 
Elementary School.

EXPLORE

Contact Amy Miller, assistant educator, at 
314.935.5624 or amy.miller@wustl.edu for more 
details and to schedule a tour.



PERMANENT COLLECTION TOURS
The Kemper Art Museum offers thematic tours 
of its permanent collection exploring a variety 
of topics. Museum educators also work with 
teachers to develop tours that best address 
specific goals.

Art Basics | grades K–2
An introduction to art elements (including color, 
shape, line, and texture) for younger students.

Faces and Places | grades 2–8
A discussion of how artists represent people and 
places both past and present.

Narratives in Art | grades 4–12
A discussion of how artists tell stories with 
images, followed by creative and descriptive 
writing activities.

Materials, Media, and Methods | grades 4–12
An exploration of the relationship between an 
artist’s subject matter and materials. 

Looking at Architecture and Space | grades 6–12
An exploration of the relationship between the 
structure and purpose of buildings and interior 
and exterior spaces.

STEM | all grade levels
An exploration of the ways science, technology, 
engineering, and math are related to art. 
Students will learn both art and STEM concepts 
through an arts-integrated approach.

SPECIAL EXHIBITION TOURS

The Kemper Art Museum 
presents nine different 
special exhibitions each 
year, so check back often 
to see what we have on 
view! An Educator Guide 
containing teacher-friendly 
information accompanies 
some exhibitions. Educator Guides offer in-
gallery discussion questions, activities, artist 
biographies, vocabulary lists, art historical 
information, and much more. Teachers can 
enrich the student learning experience by 
incorporating the Museum’s Educator Guides into 
the classroom either before or after visiting. All 
current and past Educator Guides are available 
for download on the Museum’s website at 
kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu/ExhMaterials. 

TEACHER WORKSHOPS
Engage on a deeper level by participating in a 
Teacher Workshop. Each semester, educators 
at the Kemper Art Museum lead professional 
development opportunities based on a special 
exhibition or a selection of artworks from the 
permanent collection. Area teachers of all 
grade levels and disciplines will learn new 
ways to facilitate arts-based learning and will 
take exciting ideas back to their classrooms.

STUDY ROOM
The Kemper Art Museum’s 
Art Study Room is 
available by appointment 
to view artworks that are 
not currently installed in 
the galleries. Previously, 
classes have examined up close our collection 
of Greek vases, Japanese woodblock prints, 
and 19th-century French paintings, among 
many other artworks. The entire Museum 
collection is online at kemperartmuseum.
wustl.edu/collection/explore.

LEARN

Allison Taylor, manager of education, discusses STEM concepts found 
in Alexander Calder’s Five Rudders (1964) during a STEM tour for 
students from St. Roch School. 

Teachers from Maplewood Richmond Heights School District held a 
professional development day at the Kemper Art Museum inspired 
by the 2012–13 exhibition Design with the Other 90%: CITIES.

A docent leads a discussion with high school students from Maple-
wood Richmond Heights about the 2013–14 exhibition Rashid Johnson: 
Message to Our Folks.

The Kemper is by far my favorite museum in STL. 
Your exhibits seem to mirror what I am teaching (a 

coincidence!), and yours is a welcoming environment 
to intellectually curious students. 

-Angela Knight, Crossroads College Prep School

This was an amazing workshop! I loved the way the 
theme was reinforced by looking at the works by 

contemporary African American artists. 
-Participant at Constructing Identity Workshop

INSPIRE


